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English Policy 

Vision 

To provide children with skills and knowledge that will enable them to communicate creatively 

with the world at large, through spoken and written language; supporting children to enjoy and 

appreciate literature and its rich variety. 

Aims  

 Be effective, competent communicators and good listeners. 

 Express opinions and formulate responses to a range of texts using appropriate vocabulary. 

 Foster an interest in words and their meanings, and develop a growing vocabulary. 

 Engage with and understand a range of text types and genres. 

 Be able to write in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of audience and purpose. 

 Develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas of English. 

 Produce effective, well presented written work which has been improved and edited. 
 Become effective communicators, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of drama     

activities, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings.  
 Become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on grammatical 

awareness and Standard English. 

 

Teaching and Learning Experience 

 

All children receive a minimum of four hours (which FS build up to throughout the year) of 

English weekly; these can be broken into hour sessions or shorter. Throughout these sessions 

teachers work towards independent learning and plan for different working groups, e.g. whole 

class/small group/paired/individual. In all classes children have a wide range of abilities. 

Teachers use quality first teaching and scaffolding to meet the needs of all learners. Through a 

mastery approach, pre-teaches, re-teaches and intervention help to ensure all children reach 

their full potential. Each class benefits from an additional Teaching Assistant, supporting all 

ability groups, specific individuals or groups of children. 

 

Computing used where appropriate by teachers to support and enhance the teaching of English. 

The children have a range of equipment including: digital cameras, Ipads and recording 

microphones to enable them to empathise with characters and promote their speaking and 

listening; preparing them for writing experiences. 

 

Talk is used by all teachers within the teaching of English. All pupils are encouraged to: 

• talk for a range of purposes and with a variety of audiences;  

• explore ideas through drama and role play;  

• use talk to explore and develop ideas at length;  

• use talk to express their feelings and opinions;  

• use talk to plan, explore and evaluate other activities;  

• ask questions as well as answer them;  

• listen and take on the ideas of others;  

• solve problems collaboratively; 

• Orally rehearse before writing. 
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Reading 

 

The staff at Eastfield recognise reading as a key priority. Increasing reading ability and 

fostering a love for reading is extremely important – creating a book culture within the school.   

Pupils are encouraged to become confident, enthusiastic, critical and independent readers who 

regularly read for enjoyment. Reading for pleasure is encouraged through a range of strategies:  

 

 Access to a range of books and genres to stimulate their interest: including high-end 

challenge books. 

 Visits to school from successful authors and theatre companies. 

 ‘Class reader’ books, read by the teacher for enjoyment and discussion. 

 Novels and whole books read termly by KS2, as well as extracts and poetry. 

 Teachers plan learning through class novels half-termly. 

 Book displays and recommended reads from their peers; rewards for reading at home. 

 Book corners in each classroom. 

 

 

Teachers plan for a range of comprehension strategies which allow pupils to engage with text in 

a variety of ways to suit different learning styles. Children will be tested on their ability to 

sound out words at the end of year 1 in the National Phonics Test. Teachers receive summative 

assessment through termly reading tests. Children’s progress in reading is carefully monitored 

through benchmarking to ensure they are reading with accuracy, fluency and have a good 

understanding of the text. Once the children are competent readers, they receive an ‘assisted 

choice’ under adult supervision to challenge and encourage children to select a wide range of 

genres. 

 

The teaching of phonics plays an important part in developing children’s reading skills. Phonics 

teaching is delivered on a daily basis where children are learning to read. Letters and Sounds is 

taught throughout the school with a heavy focus in FS and KS1.  All children will receive at least 

15 minutes of phonics a day, at a level relevant to their ability. As their reading fluency develops 

and they begin to read to learn, the teaching of phonics is used more specifically to develop 

strategies for spelling. 

 

All children (beginning in the Summer term in FS) have access to a weekly guided read, led by a 

teacher or teaching assistant. In guided reading, texts are chosen to match the ability of the 

group but still provide an element of challenge. Guided reading provides a forum for pupils to 

demonstrate what they have learned about reading. Reading journals (introduced in ks2) are 

then used to enable the children to show their learning against the relevant objective. 

 

Writing 

 

Teachers actively promote writing and look for ways to inspire and motivate pupils so that they 

see themselves as ‘writers’. Teachers establish the purpose and audience for writing and make 

teaching objectives explicit to pupils so they know what the expected outcome will be. Teachers 

create ‘real-life’ situations to stimulate creativity and link these to topics where possible, 

making it fun for the children.  ‘Talk for writing’ is actively promoted and related activities are 

used regularly in all classrooms. These rich experiences are then used by the children in KS2 in 

a half-termly ‘Big Write’ where the children write for a sustained period of time for enjoyment.  
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We aim for pupils to be able to:  

• write in a grammatically accurate way.   

• develop an increasingly wide vocabulary suited to the purpose and genre.  

• incorporate ideas and skills of other authors into their own writing  

• collaborate with others during the writing process.  

• edit and improve against a success criteria, making significant revisions where appropriate.  

• work collaboratively with other children to discuss the editing of written work.  

• use ICT as a tool for writing.  

• use spelling, punctuation and syntax accurately.  

 

All classes will have a short, daily session of ‘GPS’’ (Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling) outside of 

the English lesson. 

 

Differentiation and Intervention and Inclusion 

 

It is part of the school Curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties 

and those learning English as an additional language, as well as providing appropriate, challenging, 

planned work for those children who are more able moving to ‘Greater Depth’. 

  

Intervention programmes will be implemented and Key stage teams will decide which 

intervention programmes will be used. These are monitored to ensure quality and effectiveness. 

Through Pupil Progress Meetings, Class teachers decide which intervention programmes i.e. ELS, 

FLS will be used in the school where appropriate.  

More able pupils are planned for in line with our policy for teaching more able pupils. 

The needs of children with English as an additional language will be met through planning and 

support from EMASS where appropriate.  

 

Monitoring and Assessment 

 

English is monitored by teachers, Senior Leadership team, Specialist English Leaders, the head 

teacher and the English Governor. Having identified priorities, the English Leaders constructs 

an action plan that forms part of the School Development Plan. This forms the basis for any 

monitoring activities and will clearly identify when, who and what is to be monitored and how this 

will take place e.g. classroom observation, pupil conferencing, data analysis, planning scrutiny, 

work sampling, evidence files etc.  

 

Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy. Children are assessed on 

entering the school and are assessed at the end of each term. Optional tests are used in years 

3, 4 and 5 as a form of summative assessment. The SLT moderate the children’s work termly 

and feedback to the staff at a following staff meeting. Teachers input into Target Tracker 

whether each child in their class is below, expected or above for their age range. This enables 

teachers to pick up slow-moving/stuck pupils early, giving the school opportunities to identify 

children for intervention. Teachers use assessment for learning and Target Tracker statements 

to ensure planning is based on prior attainment and that pupils know what they need to do to 

achieve the next steps. Group or individual targets are set accordingly. Marking is in line with 

the school marking and feedback policy. 
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Assessment for learning, leading to personalised learning, is embedded in the teaching and 

learning of English. Planning involves learners taking into account previous knowledge, skills and 

understanding. Success criteria is given or generated within lessons as an aide memoir for 

learners and as a tool to facilitate pupil/peer and teacher evaluation and feedback. Working 

walls will be displayed in each classroom. Children have regular opportunities to reflect on their 

learning during and at the end of lessons both to celebrate achievement and consider their next 

steps and targets for improvement. 

 

Working with Parents 

 

Parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. Therefore teachers inform 

parents about what and how their children are learning by: 

 

 Holding parents’ evenings to discuss children’s progress 

 Sending an annual report to parents  

 Creating games and a phonics library for parents to use with their children 

 Encouraging parents to come into school to hear children read 

 Sharing information – newsletters, curriculum workshops, parents evenings and parents’ 

leaflets 

 Celebrations – school performances, displays, book fairs, book club 

 Homework  - in line with our homework policy and home/school agreement 

 Learning journeys 

 Parent workshops 

 

Targets  

 

See whole school action plan and development plan. 

 

Review 

 

This policy will be reviewed annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


