
Fantastic Fairy Tales
What Is a Fairy Tale?
Fairy tales are often stories about magic. 
They usually have a happy ending. 

Some well-known fairy tales include ‘Jack and 
the Beanstalk’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. 

There are often magical creatures 
in fairy tales. These include 
giants, talking animals, witches, 
princesses and fairies. 

Fairy tales often teach you a 
message or a lesson. In the story of 
‘The Three Little Pigs’, the message 
is that hard work pays off. 

The History of Fairy Tales 
Most of the fairy tales that we know today are from stories that 
were told many, many years ago. These stories were often told 
out loud and not written down. 

In 1812, the Grimm brothers wrote 
some of the fairy tales down in a big 
book called ‘Grimm’s Fairy Tales’. 
Fairy tales that are popular today, 
such as ‘Snow White’, ‘Hansel and 
Gretel’ and ‘Cinderella’, were all 
written in this book.

Today, some authors still like to retell 
old fairy tales and make new ones. 

What is your favourite fairy tale?
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Questions
1. What are fairy tales often about? Tick one.

2. Name one magical creature you might meet in a fairy tale.

3. How were the first fairy tales told? Tick two.

4. Draw a line to complete the sentences. 

The Grimm brothers wrote some of the fairy tales down in a big book  
called                                                                         .

The Fairy Tale Book   Grimm’s Fairy Tales  Snow White

 5. Complete this sentence.

They usually have creatures in fairy tales.

Fairy tales are often a happy ending.

There are often magical stories about magic.

cars

they were told out loud

dinosaurs

they were told in a song

magic

they were not written down
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Answers
1. What are fairy tales often about? Tick one.

2. Name one magical creature you might meet in a fairy tale.

3. How were the first fairy tales told? Tick two.

4. Draw a line to complete the sentences. 

The Grimm brothers wrote some of the fairy tales down in a big book  
called Grimm’s Fairy Tales. 

The Fairy Tale Book   Grimm’s Fairy Tales  Snow White

 5. Complete this sentence.

cars

they were told out loud

dinosaurs

they were told in a song

magic

they were not written down

Any from the following: giants, talking animals, witches, princesses 
and fairies.
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They usually have creatures in fairy tales.

Fairy tales are often a happy ending.

There are often magical stories about magic.
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