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The music curriculum is provided to all the children across our school. They will have an opportunity to learn to 
play different instruments and be taught in KS2 by our wonderfully talented music teacher. The whole school will 
also enjoy taking part in weekly singing sessions with our professional singing instructor. 
 
In addition: 

 The children will learn to use their voices with increasing control and expression. 
 The children will begin to identify the sounds of different instruments and will listen and move to short 

musical pieces.  
 The children will begin to identify the pulse of a piece of music and progress to improvising different rhythm 

patterns. 
 The children will experiment with different instruments and create sound effects. They will progress to 

reading and writing musical notations and will compose their own musical compositions.  
 The children will gain confidence by performing to others and will learn to evaluate their own performances 

and that of their friends. 
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The children will learn a number of skills each year and will build upon these skills each year.  

 
  

 Control and using the voice 
expressively. 

Listening, memory and 
movement 

Pulse and rhythm Composition Performance and evaluation 

Year 1 ✓I can sing a melody accurately at 
my own pitch. 
✓I can sing with a sense of 
awareness of pulse and control of 
rhythm.  
✓I can follow pitch movements 
with my hands and use high, low 
and middle voices. 

✓I can identify different 
sound sources. 
✓I can identify and name 
classroom instruments. 
✓I can identify how 
sounds can be changed. 

✓I can identify the pulse 
and join in getting faster and 
slower together. 
✓I can join in a chant or 
song by clapping or playing 
the pulse or rhythm 

✓I can handle and play 
instruments with control. 

✓I can join in with others. 
✓I can choose sounds and 
instruments carefully. 

Year 2 ✓I can sing using my voice 
confidently. 
✓I can sing songs expressively. 
✓I am beginning to sing with 
control of pitch 

✓I can recall and 
remember short songs 
and sequences and 
patterns of sounds. 
✓I can identify well-
defined musical features. 

✓I can identify the pulse in 
different pieces of music. 
✓I can identify long and 
short sounds in music.  
✓I am beginning to 
internalise and create 
rhythmic patterns. 

✓I can play instruments in 
different ways and create 
sound effects. 
 ✓I can identify different 
groups of instruments. 

✓I can create long and short 
sounds on instruments. 
✓I can make my own symbols 
as part of a class score. 
✓I can perform long and 
short sounds in response to 
symbols. 

Year 3 ✓I can sing in tune.  
✓I can sing songs and create 
different vocal effects. 

✓I can create sequences 
of movements in 
response to sounds.  
✓I can demonstrate the 
ability to recognise the 
use of structure and 
expressive elements 
through dance. 

✓I can recognise rhythmic 
patterns.  
✓I can perform a repeated 
pattern to a steady pulse. 

✓I can create textures by 
combining sounds in different 
ways. 
✓I can create music that 
describes contrasting 
moods/emotions.  
✓I can compose music in 
pairs and make improvements 
to their own work. 
 ✓I can play and sing phrase 
from dot notation. 

✓I can perform with 
awareness of different parts. 
✓I am beginning to recognise 
how music can reflect 
different intentions. 

Progressive Curriculum Skills 



Eastfield Primary School – Music Long Term Plan 2020 

Year 4 ✓I can sing with awareness of 
pulse and control of rhythm. 
✓I can sing expressively with 
awareness and control at the 
expressive elements. E.g. timbre, 
tempo, dynamics. 

✓I can identify melodic 
phrases and play them by 
ear. 
✓I can identify phrases 
that could be used as an 
introduction, interlude 
and ending. 

✓I can identify phrases that 
could be used as an 
introduction, interlude and 
ending. 
✓I can identify and recall 
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns. 
✓I can identify repeated 
patterns used in a variety of 
music. (Ostinato). 

✓I can improvise simple tunes 
based on the pentatonic scale. 
✓I can create an 
accompaniment to a known 
song.  
✓I can create descriptive 
music in with a partner or in a 
small group. 

✓I can perform in different 
ways, exploring the way the 
performers are a musical 
resource. 
✓I can recognise how music 
can reflect different 
intentions. 

Year 5 ✓I can sing songs in tune and with 
an awareness of other parts.  
✓I can sing with expression and 
rehearse with others.  
✓I can sing confidently as a class, 
in small groups and alone, and 
begin to have an awareness of 
improvisation with the voice. 

✓I can create dances that 
reflect musical features. 
✓I can identify how a 
mood is created by music 
and lyrics. 

✓I can identify different 
speeds of pulse (tempo) by 
clapping and moving. 
✓I can perform an 
independent part keeping to 
a steady beat. 
✓I can identify the metre of 
different songs through 
recognising the pattern of 
strong and weak beats. 

✓I can identify different 
starting points or composing 
music. 
✓I can write lyrics to a known 
song.  
✓I am beginning to perform a 
piece of music using notations. 

✓I am beginning to present 
performances effectively with 
awareness of audience, venue 
and occasion. 
✓I am beginning to improve 
my work through analysis, 
evaluation and comparison. 

Year 6 ✓I can sing songs with increasing 
control of breathing, posture and 
sound projection. 
✓I can identify phrases through 
breathing in appropriate places. 
✓I can sing a round in two parts 
and identify the melodic phrases 
and how they fit together. 

✓I can internalise short 
melodies and play these 
on pitched percussion 
(play by ear). 
✓I can identify different 
moods and textures. 

✓I can improvise different 
rhythm patterns.  
✓I can subdivide the pulse 
while keeping to a steady 
beat. 

✓I can explore, select 
combine and exploit a range 
of different sounds to 
compose a sound scape. 
✓I can compose a short song 
to own lyrics based on 
everyday phrases. 
✓I can compose music 
individually or in pairs using a 
range of stimuli and 
developing their musical ideas 
into a completed composition. 
✓I can perform a piece of 
music using notations. 

✓I can present performances 
effectively with awareness of 
audience, venue and 
occasion. 
✓I can improve my work 
through analysis, evaluation 
and comparison. 
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Music lessons will be taught to complement the topics that the children are learning within their year groups, with a focus 
on a particular set of skills and elements each term; this is to ensure a broad experience during the year. The 5 different 

elements are pulse, voice, rhythm, pitch and music technology. 

The long term plan includes the music units to be taught.  

  Autumn 1 
Recovery curriculum 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Music 
Units 

Pulse & Voice  Rhythm and Pitch Music Technology  
20th Century Music  

F1 About me Celebrations Favourite stories Nature detectives Opposite 
dimensions (space/ 

under the sea) 

People who help us 

F2 It’s good to be me Secrets of winter Digging for Dinosaurs Fun with food Forests, caves and  
creepy crawlies 

It’s a pirate’s life for me! 

Y1 Helpful Heroes Campfires and 
fireworks 

Grand Kingdoms and magical monsters Wellies, wheels and hot air balloons 

Y2 Fun to be fit Out of this world! Brilliant Britain Oh I do like to be beside the seaside! 
Y3 Adventures around 

the world 
Sweet like chocolate We will rock you 

- Stone age/ Iron age. 
Invaders! 

- Vikings / Celts 
Rumble in the rainforest. 

Eco heroes 
 
 

Y4 The Great Outdoors Gladiators Ready All the Fun of the Fair Extreme Earth 
Y5 Global Explorers The Lost City of Gold Marvellous Maps Escape the Labyrinth 
Y6 Global Explorers The Lost City of Gold Axis and Allies 

 
The Trading Game 
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In addition, the children will be given the opportunity to experience ‘20th Century’ music throughout the year. This will be in 
the form of assemblies, which will enable the children to learn about different types of genres of music, learn about 

composers and artists old and new, consider their own thoughts and feelings about a piece of music and be mindful and 
reflective. This year, the children will also learn more about the German composer Ludwig van Beethoven, as we look back 

on 250 years since his birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Music gives a  
soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind,  
flight to the imagination 
and a life to everything.” 

- Plato 


