
Dinosaurs roamed the earth long before 

humans (homo sapiens). Humans have 

only been around for the past 3 million 

years. Dinosaurs lived on our planet for 

more than 150 million years in a time 

called the Mesozoic Era. This spans 

three periods; Triassic, Jurassic and 

then Cretaceous.

Dinosaurs were a reptile species. There 

were many different types. Some were 

extremely large and others were very 

small. Some were herbivores (plant-

eaters) and others were carnivores 

(meat-eaters).
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Discover Dinosaurs
Tyrannosaurus

Time period: Late Cretaceous

Location: USA

Size: 12 metres long

Food: Carnivore

Speciality: It had 60 teeth, each one up 

to 20 cm long.

Stegosaurus

Time period: Late Jurassic

Location: USA

Size: 9 metres long

Food: Herbivore

Speciality: Its bony back plates made 

this dinosaur appear more terrifying.

When did dinosaurs live?



Dinosaurs are extinct. They died out 

about 65.5 million years ago. However, 

there are still some descendants of 

dinosaurs roaming the planet today. 

Scientists believe that birds developed 

from a type of dinosaurs. These 

dinosaur relatives have been around for 

230 million years. 

Today, people study Palaeontology. This

is the study of ancient life, including 

dinosaurs and how they lived. They 

study fossils. These reveal many things, 

such as what dinosaurs looked like, 

what they ate and where they lived.
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Triceratops

Time period: Late Cretaceous

Location: USA

Size: 9 metres long

Food: Herbivore

Speciality: It had one of the largest 

skulls on record.

Allosaurus

Time period: Late Jurassic

Location: USA

Size: 12 metres long

Food: Carnivore

Speciality: Strong claws and sharp teeth 

made this dinosaur a fierce hunter.

Dinosaurs today
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Sequence

1. List the three different time 
periods in the correct order.

2. Which dinosaur lived first, the 
Tyrannosaurus or the 
Stegosaurus?

3. Which dinosaur was longer in 
length, the Triceratops or the 
Allosaurus?

4. Sum up the information about 
dinosaurs today in 10 words.

Vocabulary Retrieve

1. What species were dinosaurs?

2. How many metres long was a 
Stegosaurus?

3. What is special about an 
Allosaurus?

4. What animal type is a 
descendant of dinosaurs?

1. What does the word ‘roamed’ 
mean?

2. Find a word that means the 
same as ‘scary’.

3. What does the phrase ‘it had 
one of the largest skulls on 
record’ mean?

4. What does the word ‘reveal’ 
mean? 

Questions by skill
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1. Why has the author listed the 
three time periods that 
dinosaurs existed?

2. Why does a Tyrannosaurus 
have such long teeth?

3. Why do you think all four 
dinosaur types were discovered 
in the USA?

4. Why is it important we learn 
about creatures that became 
extinct 65.5 million years ago? 

Infer Predict

Questions by skill

1. Do you think dinosaurs lived 
together in harmony?

2. What part of a Stegosaurus 
might be useful to protect 
itself?

3. If Triceratops were herbivores, 
why did they need horns?

4. How have birds been able to 
survive and adapt to the 
changing world for so many 
years?
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Written answer practice

Discover Dinosaurs

1. Dinosaurs no longer exist.

Find and copy one word that tells you this.

2. Circle three words that show that an Allosaurus was 
a good hunter.

Strong claws and sharp teeth made this 

dinosaur a fierce hunter.

1 mark

1 mark 2 marks

3. Tick the sentences to show if they are true or false.

Sentence True False

A Stegosaurus was 8 

metres long.

All dinosaurs were 

meat-eaters.

Birds are descendants 

of dinosaurs.

A Triceratops had 

horns.
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Written answer practice ANSWERS

Discover Dinosaurs

1. Dinosaurs no longer exist.

Find and copy one word that tells you this.

2. Circle three words that show that an Allosaurus was 
a good hunter.

Strong claws and sharp teeth made this 

dinosaur a fierce hunter.

3. Tick the sentences to show if they are true or false.

Sentence True False

A Stegosaurus was 8 

metres long.


All dinosaurs were 

meat-eaters.


Birds are descendants 

of dinosaurs.


A Triceratops had 

horns.


extinct

1 mark

1 mark 2 marks
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 1
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘roamed’ mean?

Retrieve (1b): What species were dinosaurs?

Sequence (1c): List the three different time periods in the 
correct order.

Infer (1d): Why has the author listed the three time 
periods that dinosaurs existed?

Predict (1e): Do you think dinosaurs lived together in 
harmony?

Each question in this box is the first question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

11

Dinosaurs roamed the earth long before 

humans (homo sapiens). Humans have 

only been around for the past 3 million 

years. Dinosaurs lived on our planet for 

more than 150 million years in a time 

called the Mesozoic Era. This spans 

three periods; Triassic, Jurassic and 

then Cretaceous.

Dinosaurs were a reptile species. There 

were many different types. Some were 

extremely large and others were very 

small. Some were herbivores (plant-

eaters) and others were carnivores 

(meat-eaters).

Discover Dinosaurs

When did dinosaurs live?
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Question Copy

QUESTION SELECTION BOX 2 →
Vocabulary (1a): Find a word that means the same as 
‘scary’.

Retrieve (1b): How many metres long was a 
Stegosaurus?

Sequence (1c): Which dinosaur lived first, the 
Tyrannosaurus or the Stegosaurus?

Infer (1d): Why does a Tyrannosaurus have such long 
teeth?

Predict (1e): What part of a Stegosaurus might be useful 
to protect itself?

Each question in this box is the second question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

2

Tyrannosaurus

Time period: Late Cretaceous

Location: USA

Size: 12 metres long

Food: Carnivore

Speciality: It had 60 teeth, each one up 

to 20 cm long.

Stegosaurus

Time period: Late Jurassic

Location: USA

Size: 9 metres long

Food: Herbivore

Speciality: Its bony back plates made 

this dinosaur appear more terrifying.
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 3 
Vocabulary (1a): What does the phrase ‘it had one of 
the largest skulls on record’ mean?

Retrieve (1b): What is special about an Allosaurus?

Sequence (1c): Which dinosaur was longer in length, the 
Triceratops or the Allosaurus?

Infer (1d): Why do you think all four dinosaur types were 
discovered in the USA?

Predict (1e): If Triceratops were herbivores, why did they 
need horns?

Each question in this box is the third question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

3

Triceratops

Time period: Late Cretaceous

Location: USA

Size: 9 metres long

Food: Herbivore

Speciality: It had one of the largest 

skulls on record.

Allosaurus

Time period: Late Jurassic

Location: USA

Size: 12 metres long

Food: Carnivore

Speciality: Strong claws and sharp teeth 

made this dinosaur a fierce hunter.
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QUESTION SELECTION BOX 4 →
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘reveal’ mean? 

Retrieve (1b): What animal type is a descendant of 
dinosaurs? 

Sequence (1c): Sum up the information about dinosaurs 
today in 10 words.

Infer (1d): Why is it important we learn about creatures 
that became extinct 65.5 million years ago? 

Predict (1e): How have birds been able to survive and 
adapt to the changing world for so many years?

Each question in this box is the fourth question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

4

Dinosaurs are extinct. They died out 

about 65.5 million years ago. However, 

there are still some descendants of 

dinosaurs roaming the planet today. 

Scientists believe that birds developed 

from a type of dinosaurs. These 

dinosaur relatives have been around for 

230 million years. 

Today, people study Palaeontology. This

is the study of ancient life, including 

dinosaurs and how they lived. They 

study fossils. These reveal many things, 

such as what dinosaurs looked like, 

what they ate and where they lived.

Dinosaurs today



Vocabulary (1a) 1
What does the word ‘roamed’ 
mean? Moving around, usually 
without a clear purpose, over a 
large area of land.

Vocabulary (1a) 2
Find a word that means the 
same as ‘scary’. Terrifying

Vocabulary (1a) 3
What does the phrase ’it had 
one of the largest skulls on 
record’ mean? It means few 
other dinosaurs had a skull as 
large as a Triceratops. 

Vocabulary (1a) 4
What does the word ‘reveal’ 
mean? To ‘reveal’ means to 
show something.

Retrieve (1b) 1
What species were dinosaurs? 
Reptiles

Retrieve (1b) 2
How many metres long was a 
Stegosaurus? 9 metres long

Retrieve (1b) 3
What is special about an 
Allosaurus? They had strong 
claws and sharp teeth making 
them fierce hunters.

Retrieve (1b) 4
What animal type is a 
descendant of dinosaurs? Birds

Sequence (1c) 1
List the three different time 
periods in the correct order.
Triassic, Jurassic and then 
Cretaceous.

Sequence (1c) 2
Which dinosaur lived first, the 
Tyrannosaurus or the 
Stegosaurus? Stegosaurus

Sequence (1c) 3
Which dinosaur was longer in 
length, the Triceratops or the 
Allosaurus? Allosaurus

Sequence (1c) 4 
Sum up the information about 
dinosaurs today in 10 words. 
Various answers, for example: 
Dinosaurs became extinct but 
scientists are still learning about 
them.
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Discover Dinosaurs – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box



Infer (1d) 1
Why has the author listed the 
three time periods that 
dinosaurs existed? Various 
answers, for example: Different 
dinosaurs lived in the three time 
periods. Their features may 
have changed throughout each 
period.

Infer (1d) 2
Why does a Tyrannosaurus 
have such long teeth? Various 
answers, for example: They have 
long teeth because they are 
carnivores and need to be able 
to capture and eat prey.

Infer (1d) 3
Why do you think all four 
dinosaur types were discovered 
in the USA? Various answers, for 
example: The USA is very big.  
There was a lot of land for 
dinosaurs to roam.

Infer (1d) 4
Why is it important we learn 
about creatures that became 
extinct 65.5 million years ago? 
Various answers, for example: 
New discoveries about 
dinosaurs may give us more 
information about the way they 
looked or lived. 

Predict (1e) 1
Do you think dinosaurs lived 
together in harmony? Various 
answers, for example: No, there 
were many different types of 
dinosaurs. Some may have 
seen others as enemies or prey.

Predict (1e) 2
What part of a Stegosaurus 
might be used to protect itself? 
Various answers, for example: 
Its back plates could keep 
predators away as they look big 
and scary. The sharp spikes on 
its tail could help it to defend 
itself.

Predict (1e) 3
If Triceratops were herbivores, 
why did they need horns?
Various answers, referring to 
being prey for the carnivores 
and needing to protect itself.

Predict (1e) 4
How have birds been able to 
survive and adapt to the 
changing world for so many 
years? Various answers, for 
example: They are able to fly 
which means they are able to 
move easily around the world. 
They are small and can eat a lot 
of different foods.
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Discover Dinosaurs – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box


