
I yawn loudly and stretch up tall. Waking 

up is the worst part of the morning. Then, 

it hits me. Wait a minute. Today is my 

birthday. I’m suddenly wide awake and I 

run downstairs. 

Mum and Dad are having breakfast. 

Sitting on the table next to them is a big 

pile of presents, all wrapped up in my 

favourite colours, red and blue.

“Happy Birthday, Lucas!” they cheer as I 

burst into the room.

They say I can open my presents and I 

begin tearing off the paper at lightning 

speed. A new football shirt, a pair of 

trainers and a TABLET! Wow! I can’t wait 

to play games with my friends online.

Mum and Dad tell me it’s already set up 

with plenty of games. 

“Thank you!” I say.

I can’t wait to get home from school to 

play on it.
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After school, I start to play a game where 

I have to build things in a new world. My 

best friend Jamie has this game too and 

we manage to connect online. 

I can see his character on the screen. His 

username ‘JamieRules’ floats above his 

head. He can message me too, so we can 

chat while we play. This is so much fun. 

Suddenly, another person called 

‘FootballRocks’ tries to talk to me, but 

I’m not sure who it is. Maybe it’s someone 

else from my class. They would be good to 

talk to. Or maybe it’s another child from 

a different school. It would be nice to 

make some new friends. Surely there is no 

harm in talking to them, is there?

“Mum! Can you come here, please?” I call.

Mum came into the room and I showed 

her what was happening. She told me I 

had done the right thing by showing her. 

She explained that I can play on this 

game with friends I know and have met 

in real life. That to be safe when using 

the internet, it is always best to check 

with an adult if something pops up or if I 

am unsure what to press. 

I know she wants me to be safe playing on 

my new tablet and I promised her I would 

always ask. Now I can get back to 

exploring this world with Jamie.
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Sequence

1. What happens at the same time 
as Lucas bursts into the room?

2. When will Lucas play on his new 
tablet?

3. Name the people who try to talk 
to Lucas in chronological order.

4. What does Lucas do after he has 
spoken to his mum?

Vocabulary Retrieve

1. Where are the presents?

2. What does Lucas get for his 
birthday?

3. What is Lucas’s friend’s 
username?

4. How does Lucas’s mum explain 
how to be safe using the 
internet?

1. Find and copy a word that tells 
you Lucas does not like 
mornings.

2. What does the phrase ‘at 
lightning speed’ mean?

3. What does the word ‘floats’ 
mean?

4. What is a promise?

Questions by skill
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1. How do you know Lucas’s mum 
and dad are excited about his 
birthday?

2. Why does Lucas tear off the 
wrapping paper?

3. Why was Lucas unsure who 
‘FootballRocks’ is?

4. How do you think Lucas’s mum 
felt after she had this talk with 
him?

Infer Predict

Questions by skill

1. What presents might Lucas 
receive for his birthday?

2. What games might Lucas like 
to play on?

3. What should Lucas do when 
‘FootballRocks’ talks to him?

4. What will Lucas do the next 
time someone he doesn’t 
know tries to talk to him?
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Written answer practice

The Birthday Present

1. Find and copy one word that tells you Lucas will 
follow his mum’s instructions in the future.

2. What should Lucas do when he is playing games 
online?

Talk to everyone.

Make lots of new friends.

Ask an adult if he is unsure.

Only talk to people he knows 
in real life.

1 mark

1 mark

3. Why is it important for Lucas to talk to an adult when 
something happens on his tablet that he is unsure about?

Write two reasons.

Tick two.

2 marks

1.

2.
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Written answer practice ANSWERS

The Birthday Present

1. Find and copy one word that tells you Lucas will 
follow his mum’s instructions in the future.

2. What should Lucas do when he is playing games 
online?

Talk to everyone.

Make lots of new friends.

Ask an adult if he is unsure.

Only talk to people he knows 
in real life.

1 mark

1 mark

3. Why is it important for Lucas to talk to an adult when 
something happens on his tablet that he is unsure about?

Write two reasons.

Tick two.

2 marks

1.

2.

So an adult knows what is happening

and can check if it is safe.

So an adult can make decisions for

Lucas and teach him how to stay safe.

promised
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 1
Vocabulary (1a): Find and copy a word that tells you 
Lucas does not like mornings.

Retrieve (1b): Where are the presents?

Sequence (1c): What happens at the same time as 
Lucas bursts into the room?

Infer (1d): How do you know Lucas’s mum and dad are 
excited about his birthday?

Predict (1e): What presents might Lucas receive for his 
birthday?

Each question in this box is the first question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

1

I yawn loudly and stretch up tall. Waking 

up is the worst part of the morning. Then, 

it hits me. Wait a minute. Today is my 

birthday. I’m suddenly wide awake and I 

run downstairs. 

Mum and Dad are having breakfast. 

Sitting on the table next to them is a big 

pile of presents, all wrapped up in my 

favourite colours, red and blue.

“Happy Birthday, Lucas!” they cheer as I 

burst into the room.

The Birthday Present
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Question Copy

QUESTION SELECTION BOX 2 →
Vocabulary (1a): What does the phrase ‘at lightning 
speed’ mean?

Retrieve (1b): What does Lucas get for his birthday?

Sequence (1c): When will Lucas play on his new tablet?

Infer (1d): Why does Lucas tear off the wrapping paper?

Predict (1e): What games might Lucas like to play on?

Each question in this box is the second question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

2

They say I can open my presents and I 

begin tearing off the paper at lightning 

speed. A new football shirt, a pair of 

trainers and a TABLET! Wow! I can’t wait 

to play games with my friends online.

Mum and Dad tell me it’s already set up 

with plenty of games. 

“Thank you!” I say.

I can’t wait to get home from school to 

play on it.
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 3 
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘floats’ mean?

Retrieve (1b): What is Lucas’s friend’s username?

Sequence (1c): Name the people who try to talk to Lucas 
in chronological order.

Infer (1d): Why was Lucas unsure who ‘FootballRocks’ is?

Predict (1e): What should Lucas do when ‘FootballRocks’ 
talks to him?

Each question in this box is the third question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

3

After school, I start to play a game where 

I have to build things in a new world. My 

best friend Jamie has this game too and 

we manage to connect online. 

I can see his character on the screen. His 

username ‘JamieRules’ floats above his 

head. He can message me too, so we can 

chat while we play. This is so much fun. 

Suddenly, another person called 

‘FootballRocks’ tries to talk to me, but 

I’m not sure who it is. Maybe it’s someone 

else from my class. They would be good to 

talk to. Or maybe it’s another child from 

a different school. It would be nice to 

make some new friends. Surely there is no 

harm in talking to them, is there?
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QUESTION SELECTION BOX 4 →
Vocabulary (1a): What is a promise?

Retrieve (1b): How does Lucas’s mum explain how to be 
safe using the internet?

Sequence (1c): What does Lucas do after he has spoken 
to his mum?

Infer (1d): How do you think Lucas’s mum felt after she 
had this talk with him?

Predict (1e): What will Lucas do the next time someone 
he doesn’t know tries to talk to him?

Each question in this box is the fourth question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

4

“Mum! Can you come here, please?” I call.

Mum came into the room and I showed 

her what was happening. She told me I 

had done the right thing by showing her. 

She explained that I can play on this 

game with friends I know and have met 

in real life. That to be safe when using 

the internet, it is always best to check 

with an adult if something pops up or if I 

am unsure what to press. 

I know she wants me to be safe playing on 

my new tablet and I promised her I would 

always ask. Now I can get back to 

exploring this world with Jamie.



Vocabulary (1a) 1
Find and copy a word that tells 
you Lucas does not like 
mornings. Worst

Vocabulary (1a) 2
What does the phrase ‘at 
lightening speed’ mean? The 
phrase means to do something 
very fast. 

Vocabulary (1a) 3
What does the word ‘floats’ 
mean? ‘Float’ means to move 
and hover in the air. In this story, 
that means above the 
character.

Vocabulary (1a) 4
What is a promise? A promise 
means to agree to definitely do 
something.

Retrieve (1b) 1
Where are the presents? The 
presents are on the table next 
to Lucas’s mum and dad.

Retrieve (1b) 2
What does Lucas get for his 
birthday? Lucas gets a football 
shirt, a pair of trainers and a 
tablet for his birthday.

Retrieve (1b) 3
What is Lucas’s friend’s 
username? JamieRules

Retrieve (1b) 4
How does Lucas’s mum explain 
how to be safe using the 
internet? She says it is always 
best to check with an adult if 
something pops up or if he is 
unsure what to press.

Sequence (1c) 1
What happens at the same 
time as Lucas bursts into the 
room? His mum and dad cheer 
“Happy Birthday Lucas!”

Sequence (1c) 2
When will Lucas play on his new 
tablet? Lucas will play on his 
new tablet when he gets home 
from school.

Sequence (1c) 3
Name the people who try to talk 
to Lucas in chronological order. 
JamieRules, FootballRocks.

Sequence (1c) 4 
What does Lucas do after he 
has spoken to his mum? He 
continues to explore the world in 
the game with his school friend 
Jamie.
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The Birthday Present – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box



Infer (1d) 1
How do you know Lucas’s mum 
and dad are excited about his 
birthday? Various answers, for 
example: Lucas’s mum and dad 
cheer as he enters the room.

Infer (1d) 2
Why does Lucas tear off the 
wrapping paper? Various 
answers, for example: He is very 
excited to receive presents for 
his birthday. He cannot wait to 
see what’s inside.

Infer (1d) 3
Why was Lucas unsure who 
‘FootballRocks’ is? Various 
answers, for example: As this 
isn’t an actual name, Lucas 
couldn’t be sure who was trying 
to talk to him.

Infer (1d) 4
How do you think Lucas’s mum 
felt after she had this talk with 
him? Various answers, for 
example: She felt proud that 
Lucas was being sensible and 
keeping himself safe online by 
talking to an adult.

Predict (1e) 1
What presents might Lucas 
receive for his birthday? Various 
answers, for example: He might 
get some toys, clothes or 
games.

Predict (1e) 2
What games might Lucas like to 
play on? Various answers, for 
example: Lucas might like to 
play on a football game. We 
know he likes football because 
of the other presents he 
received for his birthday. 

Predict (1e) 3
What should Lucas do when 
‘FootballRocks’ talks to him? 
Various answers, for example: 
Lucas should check with an 
adult whether it is safe to talk to 
‘FootballRocks’.

Predict (1e) 4
What will Lucas do the next time 
someone he doesn’t know tries 
to talk to him? Various answers, 
for example: Lucas will speak to 
an adult and check whether it is 
safe to talk to the person. 
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The Birthday Present – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box


