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Plastic bags are filling our oceans.

Town News Monday 14th February 2022

Plastic Problem 

Persists
By Kelly Rowe 

Environmental Editor
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Local school boy, Peter Wilson, has been

leading the way at his school in fighting

the problem with plastic.

We visited Peter at his school. He shared

with us what he is doing to help reduce

the amount of plastic his school uses.

Plastic is all around us. It is in our

homes, on the roads and unfortunately,

floating in our oceans. We use plastic to

make many useful things, like cars, toys

and televisions. However, plastic is also

used for things we throw away after only

using once and this

is destroying our

beautiful planet.

Peter believes if we

make a change to

how we use single-

use plastics, we can

make a difference.



We asked Peter where he got the

inspiration to make these changes at

school. He told us: “There is a lady called

Miranda Wang who has a business called

BioCollection. They aim to recycle the

most common plastic that ends up in

landfill sites. When I heard about what

she is doing, I decided I could also help

in a small way. If everyone helps a little,

it will make a big difference.”

The world is focusing on recycling and

reducing pollution but the problem is still

a long way off being solved.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2022

3 4

The children at Peter’s school watched a

video which showed the devastating

effects of plastics in our oceans. They

learnt that every year, 8 million tonnes of

plastic ends up in the ocean. Plastic is

such a big problem because it takes over

400 years to decompose and so remains on

earth for a long time, causing more and

more damage.

Peter has been asking children at his

school to think before they use something

made from plastic. His school now have

recycling bins in every classroom. They use

refillable water bottles and reusable

carrier bags. The kitchen are using

reusable containers to store food.
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Sequence

1. On what date was the 
newspaper written?

2. What happens after we throw 
away our plastic?

3. What has Peter done after 
learning about the problems 
with plastics?

4. Did Peter learn about the 
problems with plastics before or 
after he made the changes in 
school?

Vocabulary Retrieve

1. What has Peter Wilson been 
leading? 

2. Where can we find plastic?

3. How did the children learn 
about the damage plastic is 
doing to our planet?

4. Who was Peter inspired by?

1. What does the word ‘persists’ 
mean? 

2. Find a word that means the 
same as ‘moving’.

3. What does the word 
‘decompose’ mean?

4. What does the word ‘inspiration’ 
mean?

Questions by skill
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1. What kind of a boy is Peter 
Wilson? How do you know?

2. Why does Peter believe that he 
can make a difference?

3. How will Peter be feeling as he 
sees the changes happening 
around school?

4. Is Peter an inspiration to other 
children? How do you know?

Infer Predict

Questions by skill

1. What might Peter be doing to 
help reduce the amount of 
plastic his school uses?

2. What problems does plastic 
cause for our oceans?

3. What will the other children 
think about making these 
changes to how they use 
plastic?

4. What other things could Peter 
get his school to do to help 
with the plastic problem?
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Written answer practice

Plastic Problem Persists

1. Why did Peter decide it was time to take action 
against the plastic pollution problem?

He was doing a charity event.

He noticed plastic in the oceans.

His mum gave him the idea.

He learnt about a lady who was 

making a change.

2. What did the children do differently at school?
Write two answers.

1 mark

1 mark

1.

2.

2 marks

3. Peter Wilson is a strong leader. How do you know?
Write two reasons.

1.

2.

Tick one.
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Written answer practice ANSWERS

Used refillable water bottles.

Used reusable carrier bags.

Plastic Problem Persists

1. Why did Peter decide it was time to take action 
against the plastic pollution problem?

He was doing a charity event.

He noticed plastic in the oceans.

His mum gave him the idea.

He learnt about a lady who was 

making a change.

2. What did the children do differently at school?
Write two answers.

1 mark

1 mark

1.

2.

2 marks

3. Peter Wilson is a strong leader. How do you know?
Write two reasons.



1.

2.

Tick one. He was able to get his school to agree

to the changes he suggested.

He is sharing his message with the local

area through the newspaper article.
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 1
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘persists’ mean? 

Retrieve (1b): What has Peter Wilson been leading?

Sequence (1c): On what date was the newspaper 
written?

Infer (1d): What kind of a boy is Peter Wilson? How do 
you know?

Predict (1e): What might Peter be doing to help reduce 
the amount of plastic his school uses?

Each question in this box is the first question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

1

Town News Monday 14th February 2022

Plastic Problem 

Persists
By Kelly Rowe 

Environmental Editor

Local school boy, Peter Wilson, has been

leading the way at his school in fighting

the problem with plastic.

We visited Peter at his school. He shared

with us what he is doing to help reduce

the amount of plastic his school uses.
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Question Copy

QUESTION SELECTION BOX 2 →
Vocabulary (1a): Find a word that means the same as 
‘moving’.

Retrieve (1b): Where can we find plastic?

Sequence (1c): What happens after we throw away our 
plastic?

Infer (1d): Why does Peter believe that he can make a 
difference?

Predict (1e): What problems does plastic cause for our 
oceans?

Each question in this box is the second question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

2

Plastic bags are filling our oceans.

Plastic is all around us. It is in our

homes, on the roads and unfortunately,

floating in our oceans. We use plastic to

make many useful things, like cars, toys

and televisions. However, plastic is also

used for things we throw away after only

using once and this

is destroying our

beautiful planet.

Peter believes if we

make a change to

how we use single-

use plastics, we can

make a difference.
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←QUESTION SELECTION BOX 3 
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘decompose’ 
mean?

Retrieve (1b): How did the children learn about the 
damage plastic is doing to our planet?

Sequence (1c): What has Peter done after learning 
about the problems with plastics?

Infer (1d): How will Peter be feeling as he sees the 
changes happening around school?

Predict (1e): What will the other children think about 
making these changes to how they use plastic?

Each question in this box is the third question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

3

The children at Peter’s school watched a

video which showed the devastating

effects of plastics in our oceans. They

learnt that every year, 8 million tonnes of

plastic ends up in the ocean. Plastic is

such a big problem because it takes over

400 years to decompose and so remains on

earth for a long time, causing more and

more damage.

Peter has been asking children at his

school to think before they use something

made from plastic. His school now have

recycling bins in every classroom. They use

refillable water bottles and reusable

carrier bags. The kitchen are using

reusable containers to store food.
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QUESTION SELECTION BOX 4 →
Vocabulary (1a): What does the word ‘inspiration’ 
mean?

Retrieve (1b): Who was Peter inspired by?

Sequence (1c): Did Peter learn about the problem with 
plastics before or after he made the changes in school?

Infer (1d): Is Peter an inspiration to other children? How 
do you know?

Predict (1e): What other things could Peter get his 
school to do to help with the plastic problem?

Each question in this box is the fourth question in its 
respective section of the ‘Questions by skill’ sheet.

Question Copy

4

We asked Peter where he got the

inspiration to make these changes at

school. He told us: “There is a lady called

Miranda Wang who has a business called

BioCollection. They aim to recycle the

most common plastic that ends up in

landfill sites. When I heard about what

she is doing, I decided I could also help

in a small way. If everyone helps a little,

it will make a big difference.”

The world is focusing on recycling and

reducing pollution but the problem is still

a long way off being solved.



Vocabulary (1a) 1
What does the word ‘persists’ 
mean? The word ‘persists’ 
means continuing to happen.

Vocabulary (1a) 2
Find a word that means the 
same as ‘moving’. Floating

Vocabulary (1a) 3
What does the word 
‘decompose’ mean? The word 
‘decompose’ means to break 
down.

Vocabulary (1a) 4
What does the word ‘inspiration’ 
mean? The word ‘inspiration’ 
means having an idea to do 
something creative.

Retrieve (1b) 1
What has Peter Wilson been 
leading? Peter Wilson has been 
leading the way in fighting the 
problem with plastic.

Retrieve (1b) 2
Where can we find plastic? In 
our homes, on the roads and in 
our oceans.

Retrieve (1b) 3
How did the children learn 
about the damage plastic is 
doing to our planet? They 
watched a video in school.

Retrieve (1b) 4
Who was Peter inspired by? 
Miranda Wang

Sequence (1c) 1
On what date was the 
newspaper written? Monday 14th

February 2022

Sequence (1c) 2
What happens after we throw 
away our plastic? Various 
answers, for example: Some 
plastic is recycled. However, 
some plastic is thrown away 
and is destroying our planet.

Sequence (1c) 3
What has Peter done after 
learning about the problems 
with plastics? He asked children 
to think about the plastic they 
use. He has introduced 
recycling bins, refillable water 
bottles and reusable containers 
to be used in his school.

Sequence (1c) 4 
Did Peter learn about the 
problems with plastics before or 
after he made the changes in 
school? Before
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Plastic Problem Persists – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box



Infer (1d) 1
What kind of a boy is Peter 
Wilson? How do you know? 
Various answers, for example: 
He is determined and proactive. 
He is ‘leading the way’ in 
helping to solve a serious 
problem.

Infer (1d) 2
Why does Peter believe that he 
can make a difference? Various 
answers, for example: Peter 
believes making small changes 
to the use of single-use plastic 
can help tackle a big problem. 
He has ideas on how to make 
these changes.

Infer (1d) 3
How will Peter be feeling as he 
sees the changes happening 
around school? Various 
answers, for example: Peter will 
feel proud of the work he has 
done so far and he will be 
motivated to do more.

Infer (1d) 4
Is Peter an inspiration to other 
children? How do you know?
Various answers, for example: 
Peter is inspiring other children 
as he has encouraged them to 
recycle plastic. This will inspire 
children to think of other 
changes they can make at 
school and at home. 

Predict (1e) 1
What might Peter be doing to 
help reduce the amount of 
plastic his school uses? Various 
answers, for example: He might 
have introduced reusable 
bottles for water.

Predict (1e) 2
What problems does plastic 
cause for our oceans? Various 
answers, for example: Plastic in 
the oceans causes lots of 
problems for sea creatures and 
their habitats. 

Predict (1e) 3
What will the other children 
think about making these 
changes to how they use 
plastic? Various answers, for 
example: The other children will 
be inspired to help out and 
make changes themselves. 

Predict (1e) 4
What other things could Peter 
get his school to do to help with 
the plastic problem? Various 
answers, for example: Peter 
could organise an event at 
school to raise money to 
support charities linked to 
plastic pollution. 
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Plastic Problem Persists – Answer Matrix

by skill

by selection box


